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Abstract:

The study aimed to investigate the extent
to which Saudi journalists have benefited
from artificial intelligence (Al in their
practice, as well as the impact of Al on the
production and quality of journalism.
Additionally, the study aimed to identify the
variables that affect the use of Al among
Saudi journalists. The study utilized the
unified theory of technology use and
acceptance and employed a survey method
through an electronic guestionnaire,
targeting a deliberate sample of 100
journalists in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
The study yielded several findings. Firstly, it
was found that Saudi journalists utilize Al
tools to a moderate extent. The most
commonly used Al tool among Saudi
journalists is "translation,” followed by news
verification tools. Regarding the application
of Al across different journalistic forms, it
was found that "treatment of images and
videos" is the most utilized, followed by
"infographics” and "news verification” tools.
Furthermore, the study identified factors
influencing the use of Al among journalists.
The factor of "expected performance” was
found to be the most influential, followed
by "expected effort,” "social impacts,” and
"available facilities.” Journalists also face
challenges related to the use of Al,
particularly in terms of human, legislative,
and technical aspects compared to
administrative, professional, and economic
challenges.

The results of the study support the
assumptions of the unified theory of
technology use and acceptance. A
statistically significant correlation was
found between the factors (expected
performance, expected effort, social
impacts, and available facilities) and the
behavioural intentions and actual use of Al
by journalists. Additionally, statistically
significant differences were observed in the
variables affecting the acceptance and use
of Al by journalists, depending on the
nature of their work. Specifically, journalists
working cooperatively exhibited greater
acceptance and use of Al compared to
those working permanently in Saudi
newspapers.

Key Words: Artificial Intelligence (AD),
Saudi Press, unified theory of acceptance
and use of technology.
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